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BURMESE REFUGEES 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.09 am]:  This week 
we learnt that the Australian government was to accept into Australia more than 2 000 Karen refugees from 
Burma.  I congratulate the federal Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, Amanda Vanstone, on this 
humanitarian gesture.   
It is also important to acknowledge the work of state members of Parliament in this important breakthrough.  Mr 
John Hyde, member for Perth, and Hon Margaret Quirk, member for Girrawheen, were the first western MPs to 
visit the Mae La and Mae Sot camps last November, where more than 150 000 of Burma’s two million refugees 
live.  I also acknowledge the long-time work of my fellow Parliamentary Friends of Burma, including the 
members for Girrawheen and Perth; Hon Alannah MacTiernan, member for Armadale; Hon Bob Kucera, 
member for Yokine; Hon David Templeman, member for Mandurah; and Hon Giz Watson and Hon Ray 
Halligan, members for the North Metropolitan Region. 

It is largely down to the relentless lobbying efforts of my parliamentary colleagues and of Burmese advocates in 
Perth that Senator Vanstone has finally agreed to this significant increase in Australia’s intake of Karen refugees 
from Burma.  There are currently more than two million displaced Burmese refugees inside Burma alone, and 
the federal government’s decision to accept 900 more into our country this year, and 1 400 next year, is a 
welcome move.  However, this should be just the start of a continuing commitment to ensure the wellbeing of 
Burmese refugees in our country.   
The state government has recently announced two pilot projects that will trial a new method of coordinating the 
delivery of state government services to humanitarian entrants.  The federal government needs to do its part and 
ensure that its integrated humanitarian settlement strategy is properly resourced and provides the settlement 
services that enable new refugees to properly resettle in Australia.  It is a matter of some debate, particularly in 
relation to those refugees coming from conflict-based circumstances, that settlement services need to be 
available on the basis of the needs of the individual and family refugee groups and not have the commonwealth’s 
current arbitrary six-month period apply, which is often woefully insufficient to achieve successful resettlement 
for humanitarian entrants. 
I conclude by acknowledging Tribal Refugee Welfare of Western Australia.  Connie and Keith Almark have 
been in Perth fundraising at every level - through cake stalls etc - to bring in half a dozen to 10 people every year 
from the most terrible refugee camps.  I also acknowledge Paul Kyaw and other leaders from the Burmese 
Association of WA.  Mr Kyaw is a leader in his community.  These people are making a contribution to 
Australia by bringing people to this country from terrible circumstances. 
 


